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Mattamuskeet School Hosts Hyde Heritage Day 
The School Improvement 

Team is planning a “HYDE 

HERITAGE DAY” for April 

11, 2014.  We would like to 

have many displays/ infor-

mation stations for our stu-

dents to walk around and 

look at and learn more 

about HYDE COUNTY and 

the rich bounties of our   

history.  The ages will be from Pre 

K to 5th graders.  Our hopes are to 

have displays both outside and 

inside with as many hands on ac-

tivities as possible.  I was wonder-

ing if you have anything that you 

could share or if you have another 

contact that I should get in touch 

with.  

ALBEMARLE FOOD BANK - HYDE COUNTY 
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The Albemarle Food Bank makes 
their Hyde County distribution on the 
last Wednesday of each month at two 

locations. The Swan Quarter location 
opens at 9:30 am at the O. A. Peay 
School parking lot. The Engelhard 
location opens at 11 am at the Engel-

hard Community Center next to the 
VFD. Members of the Hyde County 
Parish of the United Methodist 
Churches help in distribution.  

 

 Any suggestions or programs 

that you could offer would be  

appreciated.  

 

 

 

Phone: 252-335-4035 

 

Email: afoodbank@afoodbank.org 

 

Website: www.afoodbank.org 

Schedule of Events 
March and April      Photography Show @ Brown Library 

04-01-2014      BCTMA Announces April Calendar 

04-05-2014      Zumba Classes @ O.A. Peay Gym 

04-08-2014      Hyde Chamber’s Annual Meeting 

04-11-2014      Hyde Heritage Day 

04-12-2014      Zumba Classes @ O.A. Peay Gym 

04-18-2014      Zumba Classes @ O.A. Peay Gym 

04-19-2014      Zumba Classes @ O.A. Peay Gym 

04-25-2014      Hyde County Children’s Health Fair 

04-26-2014      Zumba Classes @ O.A. Peay Gym 

June 6-8, 2014      Ocrafolk Festival 



Photography Show at Brown Library Features the Beaufort County 

Beaufort County Traditional Music Association Announces April Calendar of Events; Washington, NC 
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Washington 

NC:   Washington’s Brown 

Library is hosting a photo-

graphic and informational  

exhibit in its viewing room for 

the months of March and 

April.  The subject is the 

Beaufort County Traditional 

Music Association. 

  

Bob Hopkins, a retired  

commercial photographer, has 

been photographing the  

traditional music “jam” for the 

last four months. The BCTMA 

regularly plays on Thursday 

nights and Saturday morning 

at the Union Alley Coffee 

House, located in the Inner 

Banks Artisans’ Center, 158 

W. Main Street.  

  

When asked how he became 

involved in the group, Bob  

explained “I do a ‘camera’ 

walk daily around the water-

front. One Saturday, I wan-

dered into the Inner Banks 

shops and discovered a group 

playing in the coffee shop and 

became a ‘groupie’.  They are 

an incredible mix of musicians 

and characters that play a 

brand of music called ‘fun’.  It 

is an experience I recommend 

for everyone.”  

  

This is Bob’s fourth exhibit in 

the Brown Library since retir-

ing to Washington three years 

ago.  His first was a 78 piece 

hanging titled From Viet Nam 

to Washington.  Last summer, 

Bob produced Bits and Pieces, 

a photographic journal of the 

Finger Lakes region of New 

York.   

  

The Beaufort County  

Traditional Music Association 

is a grass roots non-profit  

organization that promotes the 

performance and enjoyment of 

traditional music in Eastern 

NC.  They sponsor the Union 

Alley Coffeehouse.  The 

coffeehouse is a smoke free, 

alcohol free family oriented 

listening room that showcases 

performances and weekly 

jams. For more information, 

please visit: 

www.bctma.org 

www.unionalleycoffee.com. 

www.youtube.com/bctmauac 
 

Press Release 

Release Date: Immediately- March 31, 2014 

Contact Person: Linda Boyer- 252-943-4842 

  

Beaufort County Traditional Music Asso-

ciation Announces April Calendar of 

Events 
Washington, NC 

  

April 5 – Open Mic Variety Show-
Saturday at 8:00 PM- This fun free show is 

held at the Union Alley Coffeehouse, Inner 

Banks Artisans’ Center, 158 W. Main 

Street, Washington, NC. Performers in-

clude:   Delores & Sidney Moore, Miss Syd-

ney Moore, Don and Jesse Skinner, and Dr. 

Fred Teixeira. 

  

April 12- “Sarah Morgan”- Saturday at 

8:00 PM- Sara is an exciting young folk 

singer and mountain dulcimer player from 

East Tennessee .  She is the 2012 Mountain 

Dulcimer Champion, and is touring North 

Carolina performing her Appalachian mu-

sic.   All general admission tickets are 

$10.00 and BCTMA member’s tickets are 

$8.00. The show is held at the Union Alley 

Coffeehouse, Inner Banks Artisans’ Center, 

158 W. Main Street, Washington, NC and is 

sponsored by the Beaufort County Tradi-

tional Music Associa-

tion. www.sarahmorganmusic.com 
April 26- BoCO Music Festival- Saturday-

 10:00 AM to 10:00 PM- FREE- Downtown 

Washington. The festival features a day of 

free traditional music by the Beaufort 

County Traditional Music Association and 

guest performers, including a Main Street 

Jam, traditional  bands performing in Union 

Alley Coffeehouse, and an evening of music 

in the Turnage Theater.  This event is spon-

sored by the Beaufort County Arts Council, 

and by BCTMA.www.bocomusicfest.org. 

 

 Weekly jams are held on Thursday eve-

nings, 6:30-8:30, and Saturday mornings 

10:00-1:00 at the Union Alley Coffee-

house.  Admission is free.  Traditional mu-

sic fans and musicians are invited to come 

and enjoy the music.  

 

The Beaufort County Traditional Music 

Association is a grass roots non-profit or-

ganization that promotes the performance 
and enjoyment of traditional music in East-

ern NC.  They sponsor the Union Alley 

Coffeehouse located in the Inner Banks Ar-

tisan’s Center, 158 W. Main Street, Wash-

ington, NC.  The coffeehouse is a smoke 

free, alcohol free family oriented listening 

room that showcases performances and 

weekly jams. For more informa-

tion,www.bctma.org and www.unionalleyco

ffee.com.     

  

 

http://www.bctma.org/
http://www.unionalleycoffee.com/
http://www.youtube.com/bctmauac
http://www.sarahmorganmusic.com/
http://www.bocomusicfest.org/
http://www.bctma.org/
http://www.unionalleycoffee.com/
http://www.unionalleycoffee.com/
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NC Ferry  

Traffic Report  
  2013-2014    

CEDAR ISL-OCRACOKE      

  TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL PASSENGERS 
 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLES SPACES CARRIED 

JULY 1,684 2,116 3,800 4204 10,394 

AUGUST    1,572 1,894 3,466 3828 9,012 

SEPTEMBER 1,461 1,799 3,260 3591 7,169 

OCTOBER 1,244 1,405 2,649 3012 5,094 

NOVEMBER 545 607 1,152 1124 2,058 

DECEMBER 662 199 861 914 1,531 

JANUARY 403 128 531 572 951 

FEBRUARY 408 157 565 610 1,092 

MARCH   0   

APRIL   0   

MAY   0   

JUNE   0   

      

 TOTAL  7,979 8,305 16,284 17,855 37,301 

      

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR         8,111                 9,310            17,421      19,287               40,096  

PERCENT CHANGE -1.63% -10.79% -6.53% -7.42% -6.97% 

  2013-2014 23098 0.502054035 67421.33845 

HATTERAS INLET      

 TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL PASSENGERS 

 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLES SPACES CARRIED 

JULY 15,680 33,795 49,475 51,575 147,981 

AUGUST    13,724 32,283 46,007 48,261 134,291 

SEPTEMBER 11,825 25,557 37,382 39,170 90,948 

OCTOBER 9,054 14,337 23,391 25,090 54,192 

NOVEMBER 6,107 5,796 11,903 13,142 23,693 

DECEMBER 3,824 1,959 5,783 6,378 11,155 

JANUARY 3,890 1,550 5,440 6,111 9,777 

FEBRUARY 4,113 1,637 5,750 6,574 9,897 

MARCH   0   

APRIL   0   

MAY   0   

JUNE   0   

      

 TOTAL  68,217 116,914 185,131 196,301 481,934 

      

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR    62,443               101,498          163,941        173,225              448,235  

PERCENT CHANGE 9.25% 15.19% 12.93% 13.32% 7.52% 
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NC Ferry  

Traffic Report  

  2013-2014    

OCRACOKE-SWAN QUART      

 TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL PASSENGERS 

 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLES SPACES CARRIED 

JULY 1090 896 1986 2146 5365 

AUGUST    1126 885 2011 2337 5079 

SEPTEMBER 1132 794 1926 2162 4178 

OCTOBER 619 369 988 1140 2002 

NOVEMBER 468 207 675 767 1338 

DECEMBER 821 115 936 1,054 1,950 

JANUARY 395 109 504 576 996 

FEBRUARY 344 60 404 479 713 

MARCH   0   

APRIL   0   

MAY   0   

JUNE   0   

      

 TOTAL  5,995 3,435 9,430 10,661 21,621 

      

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR       7,527                   4,120           11,647       12,862                24,700  

PERCENT CHANGE -20.35% -16.63% -19.03% -17.11% -12.47% 

  2013-2014    

SWAN QUARTER-OCRA      

 TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL PASSENGERS 

 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLES SPACES CARRIED 
JULY 1,126 1,126 2,252 2,597 5,976 

AUGUST    1,089 973 2,062 2,399 5,227 

SEPTEMBER 841 660 1,501 1,689 3,281 

OCTOBER 542 318 860 994 1,175 

NOVEMBER 402 200 602 660 1,144 

DECEMBER 703 183 886 977 1,797 

JANUARY 338 89 427 481 837 

FEBRUARY 308 61 369 419 697 

MARCH   0   

APRIL   0   

MAY   0   

JUNE   0   

      

 TOTAL  5,349 3,610 8,959 10,216 20,134 

      

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR        6,940                    4,568           11,508          13,126                  25,116  

PERCENT CHANGE -22.93% -20.97% -22.15% -22.17% -19.84% 
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NC Ferry  

Traffic Report  

 

Zumba classes are coming back 

to O.A. Peay gym this 

April.  Zumba combines dance, 

music, fitness and fun through 

Latin inspired, calorie burning 

dance parties.  Grab a friend 

and join the party. Bring a 

towel and your water bottle 

and get ready to work! Cost is 

$7.00 per class. 

 

Classes for April are as fol-

lows: 

 

•  April 5, 2014, 9 am and 5pm* 

•  April 12, 2014, 9 am and 6pm 

•  April 18, 2014, 9 am and 6 

pm (Good Friday) 

•  April 19, 2014, 9 am and 6pm 

•  April 26, 2014, 9 am and 

6pm 
For more information contact: 
Shawnette Mackell 
natural-
lydivine.zfitness@gmail.com 
(919) 672-4217 
www.shawnettemackell.zumba
.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zumba Exercise Classes At O.A. Peay Gym  

ATTACHMENT A      

2013-2014      

SUMMARY REPORT       

 TOTAL TOTAL GRAND TOTAL GRAND TOTAL GRAND TOTAL 

 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLES SPACES PASSENGERS 

 ALL SITES ALL SITES ALL SITES ALL SITES ALL SITES 
JULY      66,871               52,102            118,973            124,358            326,945  

AUGUST         61,117               48,711            109,828            115,417            287,698  

SEPTEMBER      54,304               39,285              93,589              98,417            210,989  

OCTOBER      44,827               24,474              69,301              74,100            142,465  

NOVEMBER      35,394               12,401              47,795              50,971              92,276  

DECEMBER      29,986                6,539              36,525              38,631              67,221  

JANUARY      26,473                5,317              31,790              33,623              54,991  

FEBRUARY      28,404                5,470              33,874              36,128              57,624  

MARCH             -                       -                       -                       -                       -    

APRIL             -                       -                       -                       -                       -    

MAY             -                       -                       -                       -                       -    

JUNE             -                       -                       -                       -                       -    

      

 TOTAL      347,376             194,299            541,675            571,645         1,240,209  

      

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR     348,572             182,040            530,612            559,429         1,217,762  

PERCENT CHANGE -0.34% 6.73% 2.08% 2.18% 1.84% 
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Caption describing picture or graphic. 

 

2013 Board of County Commissioners Meeting 
 

Building 

Permits 
Mainland 

  

Building 

Permits 
Ocracoke 

  

2012 
Other 

Permits 
Mainland 

Other 

Permits 
Ocracoke 

201377- Hyde County Building Permits 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ocrafolk Festival Announces 2014 Performer Lineup & Invites Sponsorship 
(Deadline for inclusion in program is April 25)  

 

 

OCRACOKE, NC.--The 15th 

annual Ocrafolk Festival will 

showcase new and returning 

artists this year on Ocracoke 

Island, NC, on June 6-8, 2014. 

The weekend is presented by 

Ocracoke Alive, and celebrates 

music, storytelling, and artisans 

from the NC coastal region and 

beyond. The Ocrafolk Festival 

was rated as one of the top fif-

teen island festivals in the 

world in Coastal Living Maga-

zine. 

 

The 2014 Ocrafolk Festival is 

also seeking individual and 
business sponsorships.  "Every 

year we try to bring back favor-

ites from past seasons and add a 

spark of something new, " says 

director David Tweedie.  "In 

addition to our heartfelt thanks 

and press recognition, sponsors 

can receive tickets to the Friday 

Night Fish Fry and special seat-

ing at Saturday night 

Ocrachicks or Donald Davis 

performances, sailing trips on 

the Skipjack Wilma Lee, and 

supporter buttons and T-

shirts.  Best of all, donors help 

ensure that this great event can 

happen for another year."  The 

festival is financed with dona-

tions, grants, admission but-

tons, merchandise sales and 

fundraisers. 

 

Interested contributors can find 

out more information on dona-

tion levels athttp://

www.ocracokealive.org/

ocrafolkfestivalsponsors.cfm, 

and can donate online or by 

mail.  To view a pdf of 2014 

Sponsorship Opportunitites 

click here. The press deadline 

for contributors for inclusion 

in the program is April 25.  
 

New performers this year in-
clude Mipso, The Carolina 

Broadcasters, Finley Woolston 

and the Joyful Band of Singers, 

and a Pirate Invasion joining 

the ranks of returning favor-

ites . . . festival hosts Molasses 

Creek, storyteller Donald 

Davis, Caravan of Thieves, 

Cassie & Maggie MacDonald, 

Shana Tucker, The Outliers, 

The Alberti Flea Circus, Paper-

hand Puppets, Beleza, 

Craicdown, L Shape Lot, Jacob 

Johnson, The Green Grass 

Cloggers, Martin Garrish, Bob 

Zentz, John Golden, Philip 

Howard, Capt. Rob Temple & 

Sundae Horn,  Chainsaw Artist 

Clyde Jones, Jef the Mime, 

Ocrachicks, the Ocracoke Jazz 

Society and more. 

 

Artisans in and around the festi-

val grounds will showcase fine 

arts and crafts in painting, 

sculpture, wood carving, jew-

elry, textiles and more, and 

food will be available by some 

of Ocracoke's finest eateries. 

 

For more details visit the festi-

val website 

at www.ocracokealive.org. 

 

Recipients of the 2014 Hyde 

County Chamber of Commerce 

Tourism award, Ocracoke 

Alive, Inc., is a private non-

profit committed to enriching 

the Ocracoke Island community 

through the encouraging and 

sponsoring cultural, artistic, 

educational, and environmental 

activities including the produc-

tion of plays, musicals, musical 

events, exhibits, schools, work-

shops, and festivals.  

Contact: 

David Tweedie, Ocrafolk Festi-

val 2014 Chairperson 252-921-

0260 info@ocracokealive.org 

 

*** 

info@ocracokealive.org 

www.ocracokealive.org 

http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWwub3JnL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWxzcG9uc29ycy5jZm0=
http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWwub3JnL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWxzcG9uc29ycy5jZm0=
http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWwub3JnL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWxzcG9uc29ycy5jZm0=
http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWwub3JnL2ZpbGVzLzEzMDQ2Ny9zcG9uc29yc2hpcC1vcHBvcnR1bml0aWVzLTIwMTQtZmluYWwucGRm
http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWwub3JnL2ZpbGVzLzEzMDQ2Ny9zcG9uc29yc2hpcC1vcHBvcnR1bml0aWVzLTIwMTQtZmluYWwucGRm
http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL29jcmFmb2xrZmVzdGl2YWwub3JnL2ZpbGVzLzEzMDQ2Ny9zcG9uc29yc2hpcC1vcHBvcnR1bml0aWVzLTIwMTQtZmluYWwucGRm
http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JhY29rZWFsaXZlLm9yZw==
mailto:info@ocracokealive.org
mailto:info@ocracokealive.org
http://zooglelabs.com/campaigns/234389/4647038/aHR0cDovL29jcmFjb2tlYWxpdmUub3JnL2hvbWUuY2Zt


TriCounty Telecom 

    

 Press Release 

2193 NC 99 Hwy South, Belhaven, NC 

27810   For Release: 

Immediate 

Contact:  Terry Raupe 

                  

      

     252-964-8244 

 

Cheyenne Franks Repre-

sents TriCounty Telecom 

At FRS Tour 
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changes Coming To Health Care Facilities 

On Hatteras And Ocracoke 

 
By IRENE NOLAN 
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Both the Hatteras Village Medical Center and the 
Ocracoke Health Center will see some changes in 
operations this spring. 
 
The Hatteras center will see a change in the 
health care provider, and the Ocracoke center will 
have expanded hours, but will no longer have an 
after-hours, on-call provider. 
 
The Hatteras village center just re-opened on Nov. 
25 with physician’s assistant Margaret Jazayeri 
as the provider. 
 
Dennis Robinson, a member of the center’s board 
and president of the Hatteras Village Civic Asso-
ciation, says that Jazayeri will be leaving this 
week.  He said that she gave the required 60 
days notice. 
 
“Hatteras Island was just not a good fit for her 
or her family,” Robinson said. 
 
The medical center will be closed the first week 
in April and will re-open on April 7 with a new 
provider, nurse practitioner Gail Covington, who 
has worked at the Ocracoke Health Center since 
2009. 
 
Robinson said that Covington spent time at the 
Hatteras center in the early 1990s and has ex-
perience in health care in remote locations. 
 
She has a bachelor of science in nursing from 
East Carolina University and a master’s degree in 
nursing and a post master’s certificate from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Her experience also includes five years at the 
Minute Clinic in Raleigh, Durham, Greensboro, and 
Winston-Salem where she provided primary care 
and set up and opened seven new clinics; seven 
years at a gynecologic, obstetrical, and primary 
care provider as the Wendover ob/gyn and infer-
tility clinic in Greensboro; five years at First 
Health of the Carolinas Montgomery Women’s 

Health Service in Troy, N.C., where she set up the 
clinic and provided care at a remote rural loca-
tion, and six years at Hampton and Lewis ob/gyn 
and infertility clinic in Oxford, N.C. 
 
Covington will commute from Ocracoke, but Robin-
son said that she well knows that the Hatteras-
Ocracoke ferry can’t always run.  She will set up 
a place to stay at the medical center, where she 
will spend the night when necessary. 
 
“Finances are really tight, and it will be a bumpy 
road for while,” Robinson said. 
 
“We’re still in need of community support,” he 
said, “both financial and having folks visit the 
center.” 
 
Part of the finance problem, he said, is that 
health insurers have been slow on reimbursements 
since the center opened. 
 
The Hatteras Village Medical Center will be open 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until noon 
and from 1 until 5 p.m.  It will be closed on 
holidays, including Thanksgiving and the day 
after.   
 
The phone number is 252-986-2756, which is the 
same one the medical center had in its former 
life. 
 
The Ocracoke Health Center will expand its clinic 
hours, beginning June 2.  The clinic will be open 
from 8 a.m. to noon and 1 until 7 p.m. and from 
9 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Saturday. 
 
The expanded hours will be offered in order to 
reduce the need of the after-hours, on-call pro-
vider service that the clinic has provided for 
many years.  The Ocracoke Health Center will be 
discontinuing this after-hours, on-call provider 
service beginning April 1.   
 
The Health Center will utilize an after-hours 
nurse call line.  When patients seek after-hours 

medical advice, they will be able to call 252-928-
SICK and talk directly to a nurse for assistance.  
The nurse will be able to guide the patient as to 
whether the patient needs further medical service, 
such as Emergency Medical Services, or if the 
problem can be treated during regular office 
hours.  The Health Center is also planning on a 
limited after-hours provider on-call service during 
weekend hours.  During that time, all true emer-
gencies will continue to be referred to 911 and 
EMS services, and the on-call provider would be 
available for urgent medical care as needed.  
 
According to a news release from the health 
center, “Since 2003, the health center has em-
ployed two, full-time, medical providers that alter-
nately worked in the clinic and provided after-
hours care.  In place of costly, per hour on-call 
service, the providers were paid full time salaries 
with full-time benefits. This system worked well 
for many years.   
 
“But over the last several years, the decrease in 
income generated by after-hours visits, the strain 
on occupancy tax funding and the lack of grant 
funding for after-hours, has left us with insuffi-
cient funding to cover the costs of after-hours 
care.”  
 
The release notes that after-hours service was 
carefully scrutinized for cost effectiveness and 
utilization and that the need for the service has 
progressively declined.   
 
The Clinic Medical Director, Dr. Erin Baker, along 
with the Board of Directors and Cheryl Ballance, 
CEO, determined that expanded hours and a Satur-
day clinic would cover the majority of the visits 
we reviewed.  Over the last three years only 7 
percent of total patient visits were made as af-
ter-hours visits.   
 
According to the release, the center “welcomes 
community input and concerns and will make 
arrangements to meet with all individuals who 
have concerns about their care.” 
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WHO WILL PAY FOR LIFEGUARDS? By Sundae Horn/Ocracoke Current 

 

NPS may contract out lifeguards and ask Ocracoke 

to foot (some of) the bill. 

Ocracoke faces the possibility of cost-sharing with 

the Park Service to provide seven-days-a-week life-

guard coverage from Memorial Day to Labor Day 

this season. 

 

 

Lonely without its lifeguards. 

 

“Contracting for lifeguards is an avenue we are pur-

suing,” said Cape Hatteras National Seashore’s su-

perintendent Barclay Trimble in a phone interview 

today. 

Trimble said he is working on putting the job out for 

bids sometime next week. He has talked to at least 

one private company to get some ballpark figures for 

contracted services.  

 

“$85,000 is a number that’s been floating around,” he 

said. “It was a possible bid option we received, but 

it’s not a firm number." 

That estimated amount would cover lifeguards at all 

three beaches (Coquina, Buxton, and Ocracoke) for 

five days a week, with an anticipated start date of 

Memorial Day weekend. 

Hiring lifeguards as NPS employees for the Sea-

shore’s three guarded beaches “won’t happen,” 

Trimble said. “It’s too late for our hiring process – 

we are far past the deadline to hire our own.” 

The proposal for contract lifeguards will go out with 

the parameters of dates and hours for lifeguard duty. 

Trimble says he won’t know until the bids start com-

ing in whether or not NPS can pay for a full week of 

coverage. 

If not, it will be up to the local communities to pay 

for the difference if they want more fulltime protec-

tion at the beach. 

Trimble said that the company he talked to gave him 

a ballpark figure of $10,000 for Ocracoke to cover 

two days of lifeguards. 

At last week’s Occupancy Tax Board meeting, 

the board carried a motion to appropriate those 

funds if necessary. 

“I’d like to see the commissioners approve the 

$10,000 with the stipulation that we don’t want to 

spend it,” said Hyde County manager Bill Rich. “But 

we also don’t want to see just five days of lifeguards. 

That doesn’t make any sense.” 

Bill said that if the county were to help with funding 

lifeguards, they would want to give the money to the 

Park Service. 

Trimble says it’s too late for that. 

“The money wouldn’t come to us,” he said. “If the 

community wants to extend the days, then Ocracoke 

Civic and Business or Hyde County would need to 

go directly to the contracting entity and set up their 

own contract for lifeguard services for the days not 

covered by us.” 

Trimble expects it to be a few weeks before bids 

start coming in and further decisions will be made.    

I asked Trimble if he’d been receiving the emails 

from Ocracoke Civic and Business Associa-

tion’s online petition, and he said yes. He’s also 

heard from the Dare County manager, gotten “a 

few” emails from Seashore residents and visitors, and 

been in contact with Congressman Walter Jones’s 

office. 

When I interviewed Trimble for my March 8th 

article he was adamant that the Seashore did not 

have any money for lifeguards this year. He reiter-

ated that position in a conference call at the March 

12th OCBA meeting, stating that NPS had housing 

and equipment available if OCBA had the money to 

hire lifeguards.  

At the meeting, OCBA members urged him to find 

the money in the budget, perhaps in the ORV permit 

funds. Trimble said that money goes into beach ac-

cess funding. “That $2 million is not available,” he 

said. “I can’t touch it.” He also added that although 

lifeguards aren’t in the ORV permit budget, perhaps 

that could be amended down the line. 

“I’m more than happy to talk about cost-sharing,” he 

said then, but did not mention contracted lifeguards 

or $10,000. He was asking for the whole enchilada to 

cover lifeguards on Ocracoke. 

At the meeting, Trimble heard from Ocracoke resi-

dents and business owners about how disappointed 

they were in his budget decisions. 

“How did you come to the decision that lifeguards 

are less important than any other service you pro-

vide?” asked Bill Jones. “The number of visitors who 

interact with lifeguards is far greater than the num-

ber of visitors who interact with interpretive rang-

ers.  

Dick Jacoby brought up his concern about firefighters 

going in the water. As president of Ocracoke Fire 

and Protection Association and a member of Ocra-

coke VFD, Dick reported that OVFD members have 

no ocean rescue training and no equipment. But they 

are paged by the county and respond to beach emer-

gencies. 

 

Photo sent to us by Leonard  

 

Conover. Is this an acceptable substitute? 

“My guys are not going to hesitate to go into the 

water,” Dick said. “That’s putting them at risk.”  

Trimble assured the OCBA members that NPS law 

enforcement rangers would respond to emergencies 

and would indeed go into the water to rescue swim-

mers, even if it means taking off their guns and bullet-

proof vests to do it. He also suggested that throw 

rings are an option at the beach and that Hatteras 

Village was considering them. 

And in an epic moment of buck-passing, Trimble 

reminded the OCBA crowd that the ocean is not 

actually in the National Park Service’s jurisdiction. 

“State waters are where drownings will occur,” he 

said. “We’re not mandated to protect those waters.” 

So – what happened between March 12th (when no 

money was available for lifeguards) and March 26th 

(when Trimble might possibly find some cash in the 

budget for part-time lifeguards)? 

“Most conversations about the lifeguards came after 

your article,” he told me. (Woo-Woo!) 

My March 8th article, which was followed up by the 

OCBA petition posted on March 14th, brought the 

response Trimble said he’d been waiting for. 

“That’s actually what we were hoping would happen 

early on,” he said. “That’s why we put the press 

release out in November.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All babies deserve lifeguards! These two are  

enjoying the lifeguard beach c. 2007. 

Awww, little Beatrice and Mariah.  

Weren't they cute? 

 

 

Trimble said he wanted to pursue the possibility of 

cost-sharing from the beginning. 

“I never intended to blindside the public,” he said. “I 

didn’t want to wait until spring to announce that 

there wouldn’t be lifeguards.”  

Trimble says that after the November press release 

that he “got a letter from Ocracoke’s Occupancy 

Tax Board in December or January. I wrote back to 

them, and never heard back,” he said. “The money 

never came, so now it’s too late to hire lifeguards for 

this year, and we are looking at contracting them.” 

When the bids come in, Trimble will need to make 

more decisions about spending. Whatever money he 

does use for lifeguards will come out of his appropri-

ated budget, and take away from other programs he 

wanted to fund. 

“We really don’t know yet what we’re going to be 

able to do,” he said.  

http://www.ocracokecurrent.com/84507
http://www.change.org/petitions/save-our-lifeguards-put-lifeguards-back-on-our-beaches
http://www.ocracokecurrent.com/83509
http://www.ocracokecurrent.com/83509
http://www.ocracokecurrent.com/77516
http://www.ocracokecurrent.com/77516
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The New 2012 

Christmas Ornaments 

have arrived! Call to 

order yours today! 

252-926-9171  

Our goal is to create a unique series of tree 

ornaments that depict a new theme each year. 

By doing so, we intend to depict a different 

aspect of our town. This year’s “Limited Edition” 

ornament is now available and is pictured at 

left. 

Collect the entire series for your children, give 

them to employees or simply collect them for 

your own enjoyment. These beautiful orna-

ments are also the perfect gift for friends or 

family that have moved out of the area. These 

ornaments are sure to become a cherished 

keepsake and heirloom. Since they are limited 

in quantity, they will be sold on a first come, 

first sever basis. Don’t wait and miss out on this 

unique collectible! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Memberships Renewed     
 

Adams and Associates 

Armstrong and Son Heating and Air 

Lenora Bright 

Island Golf Carts 

Cross Creek 

Elizabeth Gurganus 

 
 
 
 

 
 

James Latham 

Earl and Dianne Pugh 

R.S. Spencer, Inc. 

Simmons Lakeside Lodge 

Smithwick Properties 

Spencer Heritage Farms 

 
Thank you for your continual  

support! We appreciate your business!! 

  
- 2014       X = Present     A=Absent            

*  = Resigned 
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Donnie Blount A - X          

Julia Cahoon A - A          

Sherrie Carawan P - A          

Brooke Dunbar A - A          

Annette Gibbs P - X          

Kevin Gibbs A - A          

Elizabeth Gurganus P - X          

John Mullen P - X          

Meredith Nicolson P - X          

Rob Roberson P - A          

Janet Russ P - X          

Glenda Williams  P - X          
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PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE! 

PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE! 

PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE! 

PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE! 

  
  

 



 

Distinctive Planning for Weddings 
and Events on Ocracoke Island, The Outer 

Banks And Throughout North Carolina 

Beach Ball Events offers full & 

partial packages placing you with 

the finest vendors on the Outer 

Banks. Please contact us: 

 

www.beachballevents.com 

sales@beachballevents.com 

252.202.4429 

 

Working in partnership with 

Deborah Sawyer Photography 

& Saints of Soul Band 

 

 

www.beachportraits.com  

252.207.4800 

www.saintsofsoul.com     

252.916.5328 


